THE ALVENSLEBEN  CONVENTION

must have been discussed with statesmen, for I have never
known the Czar open his mind to me in regard to a ques-
tion of policy on his own entirely independent personal
initiative. This conversation took place at the time when
my recall was already probable, and my expression, not
merely polite but entirely truthful, of regret at my recall
and willingness to remain at St. Petersburg was misunder-
stood by the Czar and elicited from him the question
whether I were inclined to enter the Russian service. To
this I returned "a courteous negative, while emphasising
my desire to remain at St. Petersburg as Prussian ambas-
sador. It would then have been not displeasing to me if
the Czar had taken steps to retain me, for the idea of be-
coming the instrument of the policy of the ' new era/
whether as minister or as ambassador at Paris or London,
without the prospect of helping forward our policy, was
by no means seductive. I knew not how at London or
Paris I could serve my country according to my convic-
tions, whereas my influence with Czar Alexander and his
principal statesmen had its importance for our interests.
As for becoming Foreign Minister, I had then just as lief
have taken a sea-bath in cold weather; but not all these
feelings together were strong enough to induce me to make
an attempt to determine my own future or to address a
petition to Czar Alexander for such a purpose.

When, after all, I had become minister, domestic took
precedence of foreign policy. However, of our foreign
relations I was most nearly interested in those which sub-
sisted between us and Russia by reason of my immediate
past; and my efforts were directed to assure for our policy,
if possible, the continuance of that influence which we
possessed in St. Petersburg. It was obvious that, so